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D I D  YO U  K N O W ?
VODAFONE Fiji Limited is part of Vodafone Group Plc , the
world’s largest mobile community with over 133.4 million
proportionate customers worldwide - 25 percent
of the world ’s mobile phone users are

connected to V odafone . The company has
equity interests in 26 countries and partner networks in a
further 13 countries.

Daughter wins Mum a $130,000 car

THE overall winner for the 2006 Fiji
Development Bank Small Business
Awards co-sponsored by Vodafone
Fiji is the Foundation for Rural
Integrated Enterprise ‘n’
Development (FRIENDS).

They were announced the
winners at an award function at the
Holiday Inn in Suva on November
23. 

The third annual Small Business
Awards night this year attracted 72
entries, an increase of 26 on last
year. 

The FRIENDS project are little
businesses run by different groups
and communities that started off
with two products four years ago
and today have some 40 different
products ranging from food ,
clothing , handicraft and stationer y,
using available local resources and
traditional skills. 

All products are marketed
under the FRIENDS Fiji Style brand
available in various outlets
throughout Fiji.

Speaking at the function , FDB
chief executive Tukana Bavoro said
the Fijian economy was built on
small business enterprises and they
continue to be the foundation of
the countr y. 

He said that this year’s theme,
“Bisinisi Lailai, Paisa Achaa ” was
chosen to mak e the awards
inclusive of all communities and
small business operators in Fiji. 

Other winners were: 
2006 FDB Small Business

Awards - in the Asco Motors

agriculture sector, the winner of the
Aqua Categor y was Navatudua
Investment of Raviravi Village,
Macuata , that runs a pearl farm,
village shop and sells kerosene. 

The winner in Livestock
Categor y was Imam Ali of
Wainadoi , Navua who has a duck
farm, supplying to all major
supermarkets, hotels and
restaurants. 

The winner of the normal
categor y was Orisi Vulibulu who
operates a vegetable , goat , and
bee farming operation . 

The Fiji Sun Commercial winner
in the Manufacturing Categor y went
to Harish Chand of Nagigi Village,
who sells Virgin Oil to Pure Fiji Limited. 

For the FDB commercial award
- the “other ” categor y winner was
Hemant Sharma. He has a workshop
in Vatuwaqa , Suva called T/A

Automan Fiji that repairs all makes of
transmission/gear boxes and has a
customer base that includes fleet
maintenance for some large
companies . 

The Vodafone Commercial
award - Wholesale/Retail categor y
was won by Nilesh Chand of Suva
who started the business from his
own capital injection and who
wholesales and retails general
office stationer y. 

The 2006 FDB Small Business
Awards - Internet Café Categor y
winner was Vinal Vasram of
Naseakula, Labasa who started off
with two computers.

Vodafone chief mark eting
officer Avanthi Senaratne said the
company did not hesitate to
participate , “because if there is one
thing that binds our business with
small business - it’s PASSION”. 

“At Vodafone , we are extremely
passionate about our business and
customers just like small businesses
are about theirs.

“We approach our business with
the same passion and spirit that
makes the small business owner get
up from bed each day to tak e on
the seemingly unsurmountable daily
challenges . 

“At Vodafone , we constantly
challenge ourselves to improve
ourselves, our products and our
services. We want to be as
dependable as the corner store
small business in our neighbourhood
some of us have been doing
business with from a young age and
even today .”

Senaratne said Vodafone F iji
has played its part in helping small
business. 

This includes the opening of
mobile phone and phone repair
shops as well as helping the
creation of new businesses by
taking our coverage into the rural
and potential tourism areas . 

She said many backpack er
operations and small businesses
have only been able to start
because Vodafone enabled them
to communicate with their
customers or else there would have
been no business.

And many small business
owners, especially sole traders and
tradesmen such as plumbers and
electricians would not be as mobile ,
as efficient and as productive if it
wasn’t for mobile communications .
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FRIENDS wins Small Business Award

Wainikoro gets
connected in

time for Survivor
shooting

W
HEN IT student Mereoni
Waqanibau of Nadali in
Nausori entered yet
another mobile Txt

competition using her late Dad ’s
mobile phone , her Mum had no idea
as usual.

So when Vodafone F iji’s Ligavatu
Gukuisuva rang to tell Alisi Waqanibau
she was the new owner of a $130,000
Nissan 350Z, the only one in the
country, there was almost a minute’s
pause on the phone - until her
daughter heard her .

“I won what … was my reaction .
When I repeated … a sports car, my
daughter heard me and started
jumping up and down ,” Alisi said.

“I had no idea she had entered
the competition ,” Alisi said. “She is
always using my phone to enter
competitions and sending Txt
messages to radio stations.

“She promptly reminded me that
she had brought me good luck
because I sometimes growled at her
for finishing the credit in my phone . 

The phone had belonged to her
late husband A SP Aloisio Waqanibau ,
the former head of the P olice
Transport Pool at Nasova in Suva. He
died of a heart attack in June .

The Nissan 350Z was the main
prize in a Txt competition run by
Vodafone F iji and Carpenters Motors.

Alisi, who doesn’t drive, but
intends to learn driving now, hopes to

sell the car to the highest bidder . She
has already had several offers. 

Instead, she plans to buy a
smaller car for her family of five and
use the proceeds from the sale to
renovate her home . Alisi said she
celebrated her husband ’s 49th
birthday two weeks ago “ without the
owner of the mobile”. Instead she
visited Aloisio’s grave on the day.

“He has brought good luck to the
family,” she said. “Every year, he

would ask me on his birthday what
gift I had bought for him ,” she said.
“Normally I would be buying him a
shirt. But this year he has given the gift
of the car to us.

“Sadly this year he had promised
to teach me driving before Xmas . The
irony was he was the police driving
instructor and I had not learnt to drive
so he promised he would teach me .

“I am still excited. This is the first
time I have won a contest . I have to

thank my daughter , too, for entering
the competition and V odafone F iji for
holding the contest .”

Vodafone F iji Chief Marketing
Officer Avanthi Senaratne said there
was a tremendous response and
enthusiasm for the competition from
customers which “encourages us to
run more text-based competitions in
the future”.

She congratulated Alisi and
thanked ever yone for taking part.

VODAFONE Fiji sponsored this year’s
Tavua ’s GoldTown Carnival which
aimed to raise money to improve
medical facilities at the local hospital
and help the needy and poor .

The festival, which was held last
week (Nov 27-Dec 2) at Garvey Park in
Tavua, was attended by people from
neighbouring towns, Ba and Rakiraki.

Better Youths Today, Better Fiji
Tomorrow was the festival’s theme,
with multiracial cultural programmes
held every night. 

Five queens took part in the
Carnival, with the winner getting a
return trip to Sydney and the runner-up
a return trip to Auckland.

Vodafone chief executive Aslam
Khan said Vodafone has a global
vision “to care for the world around
us”.

“Driven by this vision, VFL was
passionate about celebrating this
occasion with the community of
Tavua and surrounding areas ,” he
said.

GoldTown Carnival
raises money for

hospital

THOUSANDS of people in the
Wainikoro community outside
Labasa got connected to the
outside world with the gift of
mobile communications from
Vodafone F iji recently. 

The base station was also
installed in time for the shooting of
an episode of the popular
American TV show, Survivor, in the
area.

The base station, the
company ’s 109th, around Fiji was
welcomed by the community who
complained about not being able
to reach out to relatives and
children living and working in Suva
and other parts of Viti Levu and
overseas.

Vodafone F iji now has a total
of 109 base stations, providing
mobile coverage for over 65% of
the population . 

“We were pleased to be able
to extend coverage to the people
of the greater Wainikoro area and
as well be in time for the shooting
of the Survivor series,” says
Vodafone F iji chief executive
Aslam Khan.

The Wainikoro site covers a
wide area and extends or
improves mobile phone coverage
to areas such as Nadogo ,
Wainikoro, Boca, Tagnikula,
Walana , Natabe and parts of
Daku.

Other specific areas covered
include Vunivutu Hill, Vunivutu
Survivor Camp, Ram Pyare and
Sons Supermarket, Wainikoro
Health Centre, Wainikoro Police
Post, Wainikoro Primary School,
Wainikoro Public School and Daku
Primary School. 

The base station also enables
customers in the area to browse
the Internet using GPRS Mobile
Connect Cards .

FDB 2006 Small Business Awards winners

Sagem MY 400V

Alisi Waqanibau ... won a dream car thanks to Vodafone
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